
 
 

 
 
Fidelity with Flexibility Statement  
A special note to trainers: 

1. Under no circumstances are trainer materials to be shared with anyone who has not 
been trained as a trainer.  Powerpoint slides in “notes” version (6 per page are allowed 
and encouraged). 

2. Modules must be trained in order (1 through 5). 
3. Video recording or delivery of training via technology is prohibited. 
4. Personal stories related to curriculum content are encouraged so long as they maintain 

confidentiality. 
5. Trainer responsibilities include: posting training sessions on the shared google calendar 

(before), participant completion of the training evaluation (during), and completing a 
training report form (after). 

Failure to comply will result in removal of the trainer from the “Approved ND Trainers Listing” 
and request to return training materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
TSS Development Lead Team Position Stand on Training Parents and the Community 
"Although we recognize the importance of educating parents in regards to trauma and its effect on 
children, the Trauma Sensitive Schools:  A New Perspective on Student Behavior and Learning 
curriculum is not written for parents and should not be used in the current form to speak to parent 
groups.    Balancing between being able to avoid shaming, blaming, and offending parents and 
providing accurate, direct information on how trauma impacts kids is challenging.  After all, parents 
may be contributing to the trauma exposure of a child.  We do not support TSS for parents and 
community members.  The TSS Development Lead Team prohibits use of the curriculum for any 
audience other than its intended audience, educators.” 

 
TSS Development Lead Team Position Stand on Collecting Student ACES 
"Although we recognize the innate desire of educators to take action related to identification of 
students experiencing trauma, the TSS Development Lead Team strongly discourages collecting 
student Adverse Childhood Experience Scores in a universal manner for the following reasons: 

1. The trauma sensitive approach is a universal mindset applying the trauma lense to everyday 
practice rather than identification of select students. 

2. The intended use of the ACE survey was for adults over the age of 18 to reflect upon 
childhood experiences.  Collection of student ACE scores does not appear on SAHMSA’s 
registry of best practices.  In other words, there is no research to support the practice. 

3. Extensive, ongoing school staff training is required to understand the dynamics and impact of 
trauma. 

4. Many students with elevated ACE scores have found resilience amongst adversity. 
 
 
A special note to TSS trainers, if you choose to include the ACE survey in your presentation of any 
module, please indicate that you are in no way suggesting that teachers use this survey for their 
students.  
 
Finally, the TSS Development Lead Team recognizes the importance of educating students on 
ACEs and is investigating augmentation of the TSS curriculum in such a way that students would 
engage in learning about the health-related complications of unmanaged ACEs and regulation 
strategies in a sensitive manner. 

 


